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Introduction Research Questions
= Environmental policy works through two main mechanisms: spending programs and = What is the relationship between public
regulatory programs. While connected mechanisms, the public may not view them the same opinion about federal spending on the
way (Bergquist, P., Konisky, D. M., & Kotcher, J., 2020). environment and public opinion about
= Republicans tend to view environmental issues as less pressing than Democrats do (Haltinner, federal environmental regulations?
K., & Sarathchandra, D., 2023; McCright, A. M., & Dunlap, R. E., 2011). = To what extent does the relationship

between these two pieces of public opinion

= While much research has examined partisan views of environmental issues in general, less is . . . .
differ based on partisan identity?

known about public preferences for different policy mechanisms, and indeed how those
preferences are related to party ID.

Methods

Sample Measures

= U.S. Citizens 18+ from all states and = Party ID: participants received one of many possible survey questions (survey format-dependent); responses summarized into
Washington D.C. were drawn from the range from 1 (strong Democrat) to 7 (strong Republican).
2024 American National Election Survey = Environmental regulations: participants asked where their beliefs lie on a scale ranging from 1 (tougher regulations on businesses
(ANES). n = 5,483 needed to protect the environment) to 7 (regulations to protect the environment already too much a burden on business).

= ANES used a multi-stage stratified cluster = Environmental spending: participants asked “should federal spending on protecting the environment be increased, decreased, or
sample to produce a nationally cept the same?” A follow up question was asked to those who believed spending should be increased or decreased: “should it be
representative sample of U.S. Citizens. increased/decreased] a lot or a little?” Responses summarized into a scale ranging from 1 (increased a lot) to 5 (decreased a lot).

® ®
Results Discussion
Unwanriwate = Though in general, regulatory and spending

= 48.22% of respondents self-identified as Democrats or as generally aligning closer to the attitudes are consistent among voting-age

Democratic party than to the Republican party. 44.85% of respondents self-identified as citizens, Democrats tend to support greater

Republicans or as generally aligning closer to the Republican party than to the Democratic Party environmental spending regardless of

= 6.93% of respondents self-identified as Independents or as not aligning closer to either party views on environmental regulation

Blvarlate Average Environmental Spending Preferences by Environmental Regulation Views = Public OpiniOn is both a driver of and a

= Analysis of Variance revealed that result of public policy, political campaigns,

AN

those who believe in stronger and political messaging, so the extent to

w

environmental regulation were which voters view these distinct policy

significantly more likely to believe

N

approaches differently (or not) has
in greater environmental spending

(figure 1). F=1,144, p<0.0001
s Post hoc results showed that at

important implications for how politicians

(higher value indicates higher support)

frame their platforms and campaigns

Average Support for Environmental Spending

= In light of this study’s results, Democratic
each greater level of support for

political candidates may be able to reach
regulation, individuals were

Respondent Preferences about Environmental Regulations thElr base more effECt|VE|y by fOCUSSlng on
significantly more supportive of Figure 1

environmental spending policies more than

greater spending (figure 2). regulatory ones, since the party seems to

Multivariate oy Eraronmantal Regalation views and Pary D argely agree on a need for greater

= Linear regression showed that Party Il Democrat I Independent Il Republican spending regardless of attitudes regarding
support for greater environmental regulations
regulation was significantly, 4
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controlling for race, gender, social

Average Support for Greater/Less
Environmental Spending (scale of 1-5
spending should be substantially less)

class, education level, and party ID
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(figure 2).

= However, party ID significantly

moderates this relationship at many

levels of regulatory attitudes. With Figure 2
Democrats as the reference group, the moderation is strongest and most consistent among Republicans,
while evidence of moderation among Independents is more limited and not present at all levels (figure 2).
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